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2. A corresponding and equal aware-
ness of our own unworthiness.

The two go hand in hand. “He must
increase, | must decrease,” is how John the
Baptizer put it (John 3:30). More of Him
means less and less of me. The best
instruction on humility for my money is
the parable our Lord gave in Luke
17:7-10. When we have done all the
things He has commanded us-imagine
that! We've fulfilled everything He
instructed-we say to ourselves, “I am only
an unworthy servant. I'm just doing my
duty” Words you will never hear from the
truly humble: “I'm entitled.” “I deserve.”

3. A daily repentance prompted by a
strong sense of my sinful heart.

Not only in the initial moment of salvation
do we pray the publican’s prayer of Luke
18-“God be merciful to me the
sinner!”-but every day of our lives. There
has never been a day when I did not need
the Lord’s mercy and forgiveness. Words
the truly humble will be heard praying
often: “Lord, have mercy on me!” (The
opening words of Psalm 51 should be
heard in our prayers often.)

4. A humble person is teachable.

Ever since, the signal hallmark of a new
believer and a true one has been a teach-
able spirit. No one among us knows it all.
We are impressed by this trait in the
flaming evangelist Apollos who arrived in
Ephesus to great acclaim. He was “mighty
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in the scriptures” and “fervent in spirit.” But
there was a problem.“When Priscilla and
Aquila heard him, they took him aside and
explained to him the way of God more accu-
rately” And how did he respond to this? He
took their counsel and advice gladly and
became even more effective for Christ. “He
greatly helped those who had believed
through grace; for he powerfully refuted the
Jews in public, demonstrating by the Scrip-
tures that Jesus was the Christ” (Acts
18:24-28).

5. A constant desire for greater obedi-
ence. I want to serve Him better than I've
been doing.

Obedience is a huge thing in the Word. The
man who built his house on the rock, said
Jesus, was the one who heard the Word and
did it! (Matthew 7:24). Jesus said, “Why do
you call me ‘Lord, Lord’ and do not the
things which [ command you” (Luke 6:46)?
And, “If you know these things, blessed are
you if you do them” (John 13:17). No one is
truly humble before God who is not doing all
he can to serve Him. “I delight to do Thy will,
O my God; Thy Law is within my heart”
(Psalm 40:7).

6. Compassion for others.

A humble person is not preoccupied with
oneself.

The humble person sees the fallen and
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backslidden in light of his own wicked heart.
He is not judgmental or condemning. He is
neither harsh or unforgiving. He does not
insist that the sinner should get what'’s
coming to him. He believes what our Lord
said: “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall
receive mercy” (Matthew 5:7).

7. And perhaps the biggest surprise of all:
The humble person has a healthy self-es-
teem.

The wonderful 1 Corinthians 13 says, “Love
does not brag and is not arrogant,” then adds:
“Love rejoices with the truth, bears all things,
believes all things, hopes all things, endures
all things” (13:4,6-7). Which is to say, “The
loving person is a well-rounded, self-confi-
dent person but neither self-centered or
egotistical.”

CONCLUSION

The saying goes something like this: “A truly
humble person does not go around thinking
down on himself; he doesn’t think about
himself at all.”
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